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CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, April 1, 2013 

 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, April 1, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 
at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council 
Members Ed Notter, Rick Vilcek, Michael Jones, Connie Williams and Matt Casey.   
Camille Greenwald and Rob Jacknewitz were necessarily absent.  One of the District 
Three seats is currently vacant.  Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and 
Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Chapter 353/Menards Project 

 
At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Beck called to order a Public Hearing to present the Blighting 
Study pursuant to MO State Statute Chapter 353 as amended, approving the 
Development Plan submitted for the redevelopment of that Blighted Area; 
designating the Development Plan as the Master Plan for such Area; and approving a 
Development Agreement for such Area. 
 
Ms. Hamilton gave a brief outline of the development plan for the Hadley Township 
South Redevelopment Area and the blighting factors that went into designating the 
areas as a blighted. Ms. Hamilton stated the area is generally described as Elinor 
Avenue, Hampton Creek, down to Jones Avenue to Berkley to West Bruno to Hanley 
Road. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated this project will encompass a 250,000 square foot home 
improvement store with multiple small out lot retail structures in front of it on Hanley 
Road.  Ms. Hamilton stated that Chapter 353 has two main benefits allowed by MO 
State Statutes, which are tax abatement and property acquisition.  Ms. Hamilton 
stated for this program, the developer would like the benefit of property acquisition.  
 
Ms. Hamilton stated to fit the blight analysis qualification under Chapter 353, the 
property has to be declared a blighted area and this area overall has been previously 
declared blighted.  Ms. Hamilton stated specifically we are talking about the area 
generally bounded by Elinor, West Bruno, Berkley and Hanley Road. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated this area has many of the blight factors necessary and based on 
research by Development Strategies, the City’s consultant who conducted the 
analysis, collected records from St. Louis County, City of Richmond Heights and 
from their own observations, found that the redevelopment area is clearly blighted by 
reason of age, obsolescence, inadequate or outmoded design, physical deterioration 
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and has become an economic and social liability  and such conditions are conducive 
to ill health, transmission disease, crime or inability to pay reasonable taxes.  
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the Deputy City Clerk has a copy of the complete Blight 
Analysis report if anyone wishes to examine the more detailed document. 
 
At approximately 7:40 p.m., with no questions from the Council or audience, Mayor 
Beck closed the Public Hearing. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor Beck called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:41 p.m.  All members were 
present with the exception of Camille Greenwald and Rob Jacknewitz who were 
necessarily absent. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Beck reminded everyone that Tuesday, April 2 was an election day and 
encouraged everyone to vote.  Mayor Beck stated the voters of District 3 will be 
choosing a council member to replace Gina Mitten who left office to become a State 
Representative.  Megan Moylan and Mark Cockson are the candidates that are 
running.  
 
Mayor Beck stated that the City of Richmond Heights also has an issue on the ballot; 
voters in the City are to decide on Proposition S which asks voters to approve a fee 
increase up to $50.00 for the City’s sewer lateral program.  Mayor Beck stated the fee 
currently collected is $28.00. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that St. Louis County and City would be voting on Proposition P 
which proposes a 3/16 sales tax to be collected for enhancing the Gateway Arch 
grounds as well as furthering park improvements across the City and County. 
 
Mr. Jones stated that Arbor Day in Richmond Heights was Friday, April 5, with 
activities planned at The Heights.  Mr. Jones stated the City was making 100 small 
free trees available for planting as part of the City’s Centennial Tree Planting 
Celebration Program. 
 
Mr. Jones stated several Centennial events will be taking place in the next few weeks; 
on April 14 at 2 p.m. there will be a Walking Tour of east end of Richmond Heights 
($10.00) and the snowy March 24th postponed Coach Bus tour has been rescheduled 
to May 5 at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Jones stated on April 17 at 7 p.m. at The Heights, there will be a presentation on 
the 1904 World’s Fair and on Friday, April 19, the P.A.C.T. unit will hold a Trivia 
Night at The Heights which is a fund raiser for the Special Olympics.  Call P.O. 
Officer David Rabbitt for details at 655-3632.   Mr. Jones also reported there will be a 
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presentation by Architect Andrew Raimist on mid-century modern architecture in 
Richmond Heights.   
 

Arbor Day Proclamation 

 
Mayor Beck read a Proclamation in celebration of Arbor Day, April 5, 2013 in the 
City of Richmond Heights.  Mayor Beck invited residents to plant a tree in honor of 
the City’s Centennial, beautify their gardens and encourage children to connect with 
nature around them. 
 

Snow removal 

 

Mr. Vilcek complimented the Public Works Department on the outstanding job on the 
snow removal this past week. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
March 18, 2013 

Regular Meeting 

 
Mr. Jones, moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of March 18, 2013.  Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Introduction new Public Information Officer 

Haley Kappes 

 

Ms. Hamilton introduced the City’s new employee, Haley Kappes who will be our 
new Public Information Officer. 

 

A.B. Green Tennis Court Reconstruction Contract 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked for approval to authorize the Mayor to execute a contract to re-
construct the City’s tennis courts at A.B. Green. 
 
Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Casey seconded a motion to authorize the Mayor to execute a 
contract to re-construct the tennis courts at A. B. Green. 
 
Mr. Vilcek asked if this isn’t quite a large amount to spend on the tennis courts as he 
did not think it was used very often.   He said he visited it and agreed they were in 
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need of repair but asked if this wasn’t a big expense for something that is not utilized 
enough.  Mr. Vilcek stated he sees the basketball court used a great deal. 
 
Mr. Casey asked if the basketball courts were in good shape. 
 
Teresa Proebsting, Parks & Recreation Director stated the basketball courts were in 
good shape.  Ms. Proebsting stated the courts’ sub surfaces have given way and that is 
why they have to be completely redone.  Ms. Proebsting stated that once repaired, 
they surface should last three times as long as the asphalt court. Ms. Proebsting stated 
the architects did look at the location and subsurface qualities to be sure the courts 
were on solid ground.   Ms. Proebsting stated the City is also seeking a grant for these 
repairs.   
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that since there are no user fees to use the courts, we don’t have 
statistics on the use of the courts. 
 
Mayor Beck said that perhaps some programming could be developed for the young 
people to utilize the courts once they are playable again. 
 
Ms. Proebsting stated they would be looking into that once the courts are repaired. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Mr. Jones/Mr. Casey’s motion to approve 
the execution of the contract.   Carried unanimously. 
 
Site Plan Review-2013-01 

Parking Lot 1112 S. Big Bend Blvd. 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to call up for review the Site Plan Review 
for the proposed parking lot with a total of 16 parking stalls on which there is 
currently a structure at 1112 S. Big Bend Boulevard. Ms. Hamilton stated the Plan & 
Zoning Commission had approved the plans as presented at their meeting on March 
21, 2013. 
 
The Council stated they did not wish to call the Plan up for review and to let stand as 
approved. 
 
SSM Health Center-Signage Request 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated St. Mary’s wished to place a banner at their location honoring 
the City’s 100th anniversary. Ms. Hamilton stated the 10’ x 20’ banner would be 
similar to the one previously approved by Council for the hospital’s own celebrations.  
Ms. Hamilton stated this since this falls outside the sign ordinance; SSM has always 
come to Council for the special permission. 
 
Ms. Williams moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to allow SSM Health Center to 
erect the signage banner. 
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Council, Judge, Prosecutor Salary Discussion 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the Staff had prepared information regarding the Judge, 
Prosecutor and Council salary discussions and that material has been forwarded.   
 
Mayor Beck asked if the Council had any input tonight on the information they have 
received.   
 
Mr. Casey asked about past increases or changes in salaries for the council, judge and 
prosecutor. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated it had been sporadic, not on a regular or annual basis.  When 
we’ve hired new people in this position is when salary is discussed and perhaps 
changed from the previous salary amount. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the cases have increased on those going over to the St. Louis 
County Circuit Court and have consequently increased the time Mr. Lally has had to 
spend in preparation for those cases that opt to go to the county court docket. 
 
Mr. Notter stated that from the raw numbers supplied by Staff indicate to him that we 
are in the top half of the “work load” and in the top third of pay for those services.  
Mr. Notter stated he must be missing something, but it looks like our pay level is right 
there. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated it has to do with time spent in the Circuit Court which is outside 
our court docket.  Ms. Hamilton stated we had set a flat rate for the prosecutor salary 
but at one time had also paid for an additional hourly rate if he had to go to circuit 
court.  When we went to the flat rate type of payment, that additional hourly rate was 
dropped. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated she would ask for further information that might explain the 
reasons for time spent at the Circuit Court docket. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he feels the difference is what time has to be spent at the Circuit 
Court level and time needed for preparing for those cases.  Mayor Beck stated they 
did not come to him with this, but once he saw how much time was being spent he 
thought we should look into it. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the other municipalities probably did not include the amount of 
time their prosecutor spends in the Circuit Court in the figures which the council 
received. 
 
Mr. Notter stated that with the numbers that the Council had been given, it appears to 
him that we are okay as far as the pay standard comparison shows.  Mr. Notter asked 
if we could pursue more information on the subject. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated she would ask for further information to seek a better 
comparison within the municipalities. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated he felt there was also preparation time required for these circuit 
court trials at St. Louis County.   
 
Mayor Beck stated the Council would wait for further information for further 
discussion. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5364; first reading 

Designates a certain tract of land in the  

City of Richmond Heights, Mo as a “blighted area”; 

approves the Development Plan submitted for that area; 

designates the Development Plan as the Master Plan for 

such area and authorizes certain actions in connection  

therewith and contains a severability clause. 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5364. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5364 was presented and read. 
AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND IN THE CITY 
OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI AS A “BLIGHTED AREA” PURSUANT 
TO CHAPTER 353 OF THE REVISED STATUTES OF MISSOURI, AS 
AMENDED, AND CHAPTER 425 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY 
OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI; APPROVING THE DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN SUBMITTED FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THAT “BLIGHTED 
AREA”; DESIGNATING THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS THE MASTER PLAN 
FOR SUCH AREA; APPROVING A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR SUCH 
AREA; AUTHORIZING CERTAIN ACTIONS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; 
AND CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 
 
Bill No. 5364 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 
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CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 8:05 p.m., Mr. 
Jones moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 
 

___________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 


